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Your editorial "Obama’s 95% Illusion” (Oct. 13) is very helpful in pointing out that Sen.

Barack Obama’s plan would allow 44% of U.S. taxpayers to enjoy no federal income tax
liability. Such a policy is wrong in principle. If America is going to use an income tax to
pay for the federal government, then all income earners should have to pay some tax.

Whenever any citizen is exempt from having to pay taxes, the untaxed citizen has little
incentive to insist upon a responsible government. If we allow the tax rolls to fall to 56%,
then we will soon be dangerously close to a tipping point where the majority of the public
has no stake in insisting that politicians stop wasteful federal purchases and subsidies to
special interests.

Steve Charnovitz
Washington
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