ble A-1

Shellfish (SITC 03)
Fotal 1991 Perce:
nt Increase
Golllions) . ; i STEVE C;-mmoyrrz"
5951 S
2148 £ It is obvious to many, but always worth noting, that international
3803 s de liberalization is a remarkably good idea. It is good for countries,
36 ' _51'3 d firms, trying to expand their markets because it allows them to
1582 5'7 advantage of economies of scale. It is good, too, for the liberal-
397 Py or -by encouraging producers to improve their products and by
4 e =nabling consumers 1o afford a higher standard of living than they
2084 97.5 sould in the absence of imports.
36 125.0 Envifonmental protection is also a very good idea. Because envi-
sonmental resources are not accurately priced, there is 2 tendency to

1 Thus, there is an intrin-

_overuse them in a beggar-thy-future manner.
ironmental activity with

sic role for governments in overseeing env.

axes and regulations.
Trade liberalization and environmental protection are generally fully
prevents the waste of

consistent with each other. Trade liberalization
resources through inefficiency. By enhancing competition among
potential users of the same resource, trade liberalization can help get
the prices right. Proper environmental protection can enhance the.

Series C, Vol. 3, 1991. (Paris, 1992)

e A-2
nd Fruits (SITC 05)

Percent Increase

1986-1991 86

o ; competitivc‘enesfs pf a country in trade by rec.lucing the cost of inputs

150 7:4 and by maintaining a more healthy population. '
334 3;; The positive relgtionstnp of mde and the environment is evident in
s " the the‘ms. of sustalpable development put.fomard by the Brundtland
355 i Commission and in the declarations achieved last year at the U.N.
73.2 phe Conference on Environment and Developn‘mftnt. Govemn'lent adh.er-
Sk e ence to the§e precepts would be a very positive step. I.But in assessing
s i our collective progress, We should be careful not to justify slow im-
103.2 - plementation with the argument that such novel concepts must be

Regional Seminar on Environmental Policy and Market Access, Latin

* paper presented at the
American Economic System, Bogoti, 19-20 October 1993.

=« policy Director, Competitiveness Policy Council. The views express

only.
1 For a good discussion of the marked and government failures relating to the environment,
see Candice Stevens, “The Environtental Effects of Trade,” The World Economy, Vol. 16, No.

4, July 1993, p. 439

ed are those of the author
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